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MOTIVATION

          The novel gradually became the dominant form in literature during the (Pre-) Victorian Age. The close observation of a restricted social milieu in the novels of Jane Austen, for example, early in the century (Pride and Prejudice, 1813; Emma, 1816) had been a harbinger of what was to come. Comparing that period to the one nowadays, we can easily notice how giant the step women have taken is. They do no longer depend on men, either financially or socially, they have the opportunity of speaking out loudly their opinions and their interests are no more round the household. 
            In a world where social stability is increasingly rare, women novelists always remain a refreshing voice against societal dissolution. Nevertheless, they have been criticized for upholding the mores of her day, which limited opportunities for women, accepted social restrictions and class distinctions, and put great emphasis on conformity. Each of their finest characters either has or develops a strong conscience and sense of personal accountability. Thus, these works should be more widely read in high school literature classes, at least in part to support the idea of an interconnected society in which people fulfill their responsibilities.

            Authoresses’ novels are full of wit and grace. However, it is not widely acknowledged that the characters can act as useful models for students, who are themselves faced with serious choices regarding behavior. 

            The purpose of this optional course is to provide readers with a guide to understanding, enjoying and studying women novelists and some of their works by giving them easy access to information about the work. 

            The information covered  includes an introduction to each selected novel and the novel's author; a plot summary, to help readers unravel and understand the events in a novel; descriptions of important characters, including explanation of a given character's role in the novel as well as discussion about that character's relationship to other characters in the novel; analysis of important themes in the novel; and an explanation of important literary techniques and movements as they are demonstrated in the novel

            In addition to this material, which helps the readers analyze the novel itself, students are also provided with important information on the literary and historical background informing each work. To further aid the student in studying and enjoying each novel, information on media adaptations is provided, as well as reading suggestions for works of fiction and nonfiction on similar themes and topics. Classroom aids include ideas for research papers and lists of critical sources that provide additional material on the novel. 

            The course is designed to be also deployed by teachers and students while in social isolation.
TARGETED VALUES

To arouse students' motivation for reading and writing;

To develop students' imagination and creativity;
To boost students'  digital competences.
SPECIFIC COMPETENCES AND CONTENTS
	NO.
	SPECIFIC COMPETENCES
	CONTENTS

	1
	Oral and written messages reception in different communication situations


	structure plan;

oral presentation

	1.1
	Elaboration of a structure plan for a literary text
	

	2
	Oral and written messages production for different communication contexts


	oral/written presentation;

characterization of people and events;

structured essay;

debates

	2.1
	Expressing opinions about a literary fact
	

	2.2
	Elaboration of a plan for an author/literary work presentation
	

	2.3
	Oral/written presentation of a literary situation
	

	3
	Interactions in oral or written communication


	to bring arguments;

to agree/disagree;

to compare/contrast

	3.1
	Discussions and debates on a given theme
	

	4
	Transfer and mediation of oral/written messages in communication contexts


	techniques for using the dictionary;

literary texts

	4.1
	Translation of studied functional messages/fragments with the help of the dictionary
	


ACTIVITIES

· gap filling

· multiple choice questions

· true/ false statements

· grouping

· matching pictures/ definitions to the new words

· rewriting sentences following the punctuation rules

· close/ open comprehension questions

· reordering sentences/paragraphs
EVALUATION
· group/individual projects

· oral presentation

· essay writing

· scene/portrait/setting sketching

· script writing
· PPT/videos
ANNUAL PLANNING
	NO.
	UNIT
	SPECIFIC COMPETENCES
	NO.OF HOURS
	WEEK
	OBS.

	1.
	Presentation of the course
	
	1
	
	

	2.
	Historical and social background of the (Pre-) Victorian Age
	2.1; 2.3, 3.1
	3
	
	

	3.
	Jane Austen – life and work
	2.1; 2.3, 3.1
	2
	
	

	4.
	Pride and Prejudice

(introduction, plot summary, characters, themes, style, critical overview); Project work
	1.1, 2.2, 3.1

2.3, 3.1,

4.1
	4
	
	

	5.

6.
	Sense and Sensibility (introduction, plot summary, characters, themes, style, critical overview); Project 
Charlotte Bronte – life and work
	1.1, 2.2, 3.1

2.3, 3.1,

4.1
2.1; 2.3, 3.1
	4

2
	
	

	7.

	Jane Eyre

 (introduction, plot summary, characters, themes, style, critical overview); 
Project work
	1.1, 2.2, 3.1

2.3, 3.1,

4.1
	4
	
	

	8.
	Emily Bronte – life and work
	2.1; 2.3, 3.1
	2
	
	

	9.
	Wuthering Heights 

(introduction, plot summary, characters, themes, style, critical overview); 
Project work
	1.1, 2.2, 3.1

2.3, 3.1,

4.1
	4
	
	

	10
	Round up – The English society of the 19th century reflected in women novelists’ work; Project work
	1.1, 2.2, 3.1

2.3, 3.1,

4.1
	5
	
	

	11.
	Translations


	1.1, 4.1
	4
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